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Documentary Film Producers Tour state with new film about Virginia Prisons

When: Oct. 2nd through the 8th.  (see below for all dates)
Up the Ridge, a documentary film about urban prisoners in isolated rural prisons, will tour the state of Virginia from Oct 2-Oct 8.  Screenings will be held in churches, colleges, and community centers and will feature discussions led by the filmmakers Nick Szuberla and Amelia Kirby. 

Wise County, Virginia 1999.  A struggling rural coal-mining community fights for economic survival by building two super-maximum security prisons to house the state’s prisoners.  Within a few months reports of human rights violations and cultural tension begin surfacing.  Prisoners from urban Virginia, as well as Connecticut, New Mexico, and Washington D.C. in a state run beds for hire program, are transferred to rural Appalachia where former coalminers are now correction officers.  The stakes were raised when Human Rights Watch issued a scathing report of abuse and racism in the prisons.  The prisoners, prisoner families, and correction officers find themselves in a vortex of cultural and political conflict.  

At the same time Appalachian media artists Nick Szuberla and Amelia Kirby were volunteer djs on the region’s only hip-hop radio program broadcasting on WMMT-FM (Mountain Community Radio).  Shortly after the prisons opened, the djs began receiving something other then the usual music requests--hundreds of letters from inmates transferred into the nearby Wallens Ridge and Red Onion State Prisons, describing human rights violations, racial tension, and cultural conflict between staff and inmates. Szuberla and Kirby began filming that year and followed the story of Wallens Ridge State Prison for the next six years. 

Amelia Kirby stated, “I grew up in Wise County, and making a film about your own community and human rights violations is challenging.  Using prisons as economic development raises a lot of questions.  I wanted the film to show both a rural and urban perspective of the criminal justice system.” 

As a way of further exploring rural and urban dynamic, the producers implemented a collaboration between Richmond, VA based hip-hop producer Danja Mowf and traditional mountain musician Dirk Powell to create the music score for the film.

Each screening will have local legal and criminal justice experts to discuss the broader issues brought out in the film.

Up the Ridge is a production of Appalshop, a thirty-five year old central Appalachian media arts and education center.   

Visit  HYPERLINK "http://www.uptheridge.org" www.uptheridge.org for more information on the film and the tour or contact Nick Szuberla at 606.633.0108 or  HYPERLINK "mailto:nick@appalshop.org" nick@appalshop.org. 

Appalshop’s Holler to the Hood is coming to Virginia!  We will be showing “Up the Ridge” in cities across Virginia. “Up the Ridge” is a documentary film about urban prisoners in remote rural prisons.   Please come join us to watch the film and talk about the issues.

Up the Ridge Tour Dates

Oct. 2nd       
Newport News




Christopher Newport University, 7pm




Ferguson Center for the Arts




1 University Place
Oct. 3rd        
Roanoke




Blue Ridge Public Television, 7pm




1215 McNeil Drive
                  
Oct. 4th 
Charlottesville 

Sojourners United Church of Christ, 7pm




1017 Elliot Ave

Oct. 5th 

Arlington 

Home of Jon Sheldon 
4000 N Round Hill Road
Oct. 6th 

Richmond 




Wesley Memorial United Church, 7pm




1720 Mechanicsville Turnpike

Oct. 7th 

Norfolk




To be announced

Oct. 8th 

Harrisonburg




Eastern Mennonite University, 2pm




1200 Park Road 

Find out more at:  HYPERLINK "http://www.uptheridge.org" www.uptheridge.org or contact Nick Szuberla at 606.633.0108 or  HYPERLINK "mailto:nick@appalshop.org" nick@appalshop.org
