
media and arts groups in 

Indonesia and Appalachia. 

Activities occur over three 

years as part of the two-

way exchange and include 

trainings at Appalshop, 

cross-cultural screenings 

and dialogues, continued 

media production, and a 

seminar in Indonesia. In 

June 2008, as part of this 

exchange, 15 media 

makers from Indonesia 

visited Appalshop for two 

weeks, participated in 

media training sessions 

and collaborative 

production with AMI 

youth, did numerous 

screenings while 

collaborating with interns 

of AMI and Appalshop 

filmmakers and audio 

producers, and created a 

radio piece about 

Appalshopôs Seedtime on 

the Cumberland festival 

and video pieces about 

both Seedtime and the 

regional economy.  

The Appalachian Media 

Institute (AMI) provides 

teens with the opportunity 

to learn new media 

technology while 

developing their capacity 

for leadership, artistic self-

reflection, communication, 

and education. AMI 

released three youth-

produced video 

documentaries during the 

summer of 2008: Back 

Home, One Thing, and 

Mountain Majesty. The 

August screening was 

dedicated to the memory 

of AMI intern Sharlee 

Wright, who passed away 

from a congenital heart 

condition near the end of 

the Summer Documentary 

Institute.  

AMI enjoyed a strong 

presence on National 

Public Radio during 2007 - 

2008. Natasha Wattsô 

piece on prescription drug 

abuse aired on ñMorning 

Editionò on October 10, 

2007. Machlyn Blairôs 

audio essay about limited 

employment opportunities 

for youth in the area was 

broadcast on NPR in late 

March. Ada Smithôs 

editorial about the 

perception of racism in the 

mountains appeared on 

ñAll Things Consideredò 

on May 21, 2008. Watts 

also covered the 

Democratic National 

Convention as a reporter. 

In 2005 Appalshop 

launched the Indonesian 

Exchange, a cultural 

exchange project funded 

by the U.S. State 

Departmentôs Bureau of 

Educational and Cultural 

Affairs. This project 

involves youth participants 

and adult leaders from 

AMI and the Indonesian Exchange Expand Appalshopõs Horizons 

Seedtime on the Cumberland  

Appalshop celebrated its 22nd Seedtime on 

the Cumberland Festival, June 10 - 14, 

2008. The event included music and 

storytelling performances, film screenings, 

crafts, and readings by Letcher 

County authors. Highlights 

included performances by Kathy 

Mattea, Darrell & Wayne Scott, 

Jim & Ada McCown with Paul 

Smith, Lee Sexton, Kentucky 

Wildhorse, Cowan Creek Pick ónô Bow All

-Stars, and Brett Ratliff, readings by Jim 

Webb of new work by Gurney Norman, 

and screenings of new and recently 

preserved work by Appalshop 

filmmakers and work by our Indonesian 

visitors. WMMT broadcast the 

concerts and readings live. 

Seedtime 2008 involved 1905 

participants and exerted a 

$261,000 economic impact on 

Letcher County. Seedtime 2009 

will take place at Appalshop on June 11-

13. 
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Appalshop to Turn 40 in 

October 2009  

Appalshop is planning 

the celebration of its 40th 

anniversary, which 

begins in October 2009. 

The first 40th anniversary 

event, however, will take 

place on November 20, 

2008 as part of Roadside 

Theaterôs restaging of 

Betsy with Teatro 

Pregones in the Bronx. 

Thanks to the efforts of a 

robust host committee, 

proceeds from this gala 

presentation of Betsy 

will benefit Appalshop. 

Developed in 2002 

during a creative 

collaboration between 

Appalshop's Ron Short 

and Nashville jazz 

pianist Beegie Adair, 

Betsy is the story of a 

Bronx-born Puerto Rican 

jazz singer who stirs up 

the little-known history 

of her Scotch-Irish 

ancestry, bringing to life 

ghosts that have a life of 

their own. This musical 

is alive with the fire of 

jazz, bluegrass, and 

Latin compositions 

delivered by three 

powerful vocalists and a 

five-member Latin-

Appalachian band. Three 

years in the making, 

Betsy's music was 

composed by Short, 

Adair, and Pregones's 

Desmar Guevara.  

For more information 

about the gala, visit 

www.appalshop.org/40 

or call 718-585-1202.  

With the support of our many funders and individual donors, Appalshop continued to 

fulfill its mission to serve community, regional, and national audiences through arts, 

culture, and educational activities throughout fiscal year 2008.  
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The Appalshop Archive preserves 

thousands of hours of film, videotape, 

audio recordings as well as photography 

and supporting materials that portray a 

multifaceted view of life and history in 

the Appalachian region. The Archive 

recently preserved recordings from the 

June Appal catalog including Tommy 

Hunter: Deep In Tradition (1976) and 

Jean Ritchie: Sweet Rivers (1981). 

Current preservation projects include the 

first five seasons of Appalshop's 

Headwaters television series and the film 

In The Good Old Fashioned Way (1971), 

a documentary about the Old Regular 

Baptist church. 

As a result of the Appalshop Archiveôs 

work, Appalshop Marketing & Sales was 

able to make ñburn-on-demandò DVD 

releases of Fast Food Women (1991), 

Coal Mining Women (1982), Chemical 

Valley (1991), Lord 

& Father (1983), 

Coal Bucket Outlaw 

(2002), and Dreadful 

Memories: The Life 

of Sarah Ogun Gunning (1988).  

June Appal Recordings issued a  new 

recording, Cold Icy Mountain, by young 

eastern Kentucky traditional musician 

Brett Ratliff in June and issued during 

September a CD that combines our two 

Charlie Osborne LPs as Uncle Charlie 

Osborne: The June Appal Recordings. 

Appalshop Marketing and Sales has 

begun making audio available through 

digital downloads from the Appalshop 

online store. Appalshop Marketing and 

Sales has also been advancing a 

partnership with the Tribeca Film 

Festival for online distribution of our 

films. 

Appalshop Archive, June Appal Recordings, and Marketing & Sales  

WMMTñMountain Community Radio  

concerts at the Seedtime on 

the Cumberland festival; 

live issues discussion on 

ñMountain Talkò; and 

remixed concerts and 

presentations from 

Appalshop archives. 

WMMT continues 

working with tourism 

officials in Virginia and 

Kentucky to coordinate 

and broadcast events 

connected with US 23 

Country Music Highway 

and Virginiaôs Crooked 

Road Trail. Staff members 

continued production of a 

retrospective of Bluegrass 

Express Live concerts and 

began restoring and 

preparing for broadcast 

tapes by old-time 

musicians whose work is 

in the Archives, including 

Addie Graham, Banjo Bill 

Cornett and Hiram 

Stamper. As a result of 

strategic planning using 

available data WMMT 

implemented programming 

changes to expand and 

better serve its audience in 

late summer 2008. 

WMMT also launched a 

revamped website at 

www.wmmtfm.org. The 

Appalshop family was 

shocked by the tragic death 

of longtime WMMT 

volunteer John Cleveland. 

WMMT,  Appalshopôs 

public community radio 

station, celebrated its 23rd 

year of broadcasting to 

eastern Kentucky, much of 

central Appalachia, and 

across the globe via the 

Internet. About 95 percent 

of its programming is 

provided by 60+ 

volunteers, who present a 

variety of music and 

commentary. Much of the 

rest of the programming 

emanates from local live 

music and discussion, 

including: WMMTôs 

Bluegrass Express Live 

concerts; the Cowan Creek 

Mountain Music School 

faculty concert; interviews 

with regional authors and 

musicians on ñAppalachian 

Attitude;ò readings and 
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Image Credits: Appalshop Marketing & Sales, Roadside Theater, Thousand Kites, WMMT volunteer Becky Johnson. 

Preservation Award  

Appalshop continued 

renovation work on the 

Boone Motor 

Building , originally 

purchased in 2000. This 

allowed AMI to use the 

facility for the Summer 

Documentary Institute. 

The Boone Motor 

Building project 

received an Ida Lee 

Willis Memorial 

Foundation Service to 

Preservation Award at 

the State Capitol in 

May 2008.  

Appalshop Gallery  

In March 2008,The 

Appalshop Gallery 
hosted an exhibit of and 

panel discussion about 

the 1959 and 1961 

images of the area 

made by acclaimed 

photographer and TV 

news producer Andrew 

Stern. Appalshop 

hosted a screening and 

discussion of Meeting 

Resistance in 

September 2008 with 

filmmakers Steve 

Connors and Louisville 

native Molly Bingham. 

On September 24, as 

part of Whitesburgôs 

Mountain Heritage 

Festival, Appalshop 

opened its doors to the 

community for all day 

screenings of early 

Appalshop films 

depicting Letcher 

County during the 

1970s. 




